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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.28 pm]: I have now been a member for the Mining and Pastoral 
Region for two years and nine months. Before that, I spent 30-plus years in regional Western Australia. On 
countless occasions, I have seen this government and others ignore the bush in favour of Perth. Sometimes the issues 
are small, sometimes they are significant, but rarely do the regions get a fair deal. The worst thing I have seen and 
continue to see is the antisocial behaviour and neglect of the Aboriginal people. 
Let me make some comments at the outset, because people’s prejudice would suggest that a One Nation politician 
has nothing to contribute on Aboriginal affairs. The reality is that I have more to do with our Aboriginal brothers 
and sisters than most members in here. I have visited communities from Kalumburu to Warburton and from Wiluna 
to Mt Augustus. I had a yarn to the people living there. I bet most of the members in here would not even be able 
to point to those places on a map. My electorate office in Boulder is a place where Aboriginal people know they 
can come for a rest. They can have a bottle of water and make a phone call. 
I am not the spokesperson for the Aboriginal people, and I do not pretend to know everything about the different 
cultures and customs, but I have done a lot of listening and I have my finger on the pulse. There is a lot of division 
on Aboriginal issues. Some people will even say that we cannot comment on those issues because of the white 
colour of our skin. How ironic, when the very definition of racism is to judge someone based on their skin colour. 
I have thought long and hard about how we can help the Aboriginal people craft a future for themselves. The white 
man is never going to pack up and leave; everyone needs to accept that, so we need to craft a future that sees a peaceful 
coexistence between Aboriginals and everyone else. I have thought long and hard about this future. The problems 
are so complicated that the mind starts to boggle. There is no easy way forward, but there has to be a way forward. 
What the lefties do not realise is that in order to find the solution, we need to properly identify the problems. To 
suggest that all the problems are the government’s fault is just as foolish as it is to suggest that the problems are 
the Aboriginal people’s fault. I am going to address part of the issue in this statement, and others moving forward. 
It would take me months to address everything, so my aim is to generate thoughts and discussions on certain points. 
Tonight, I want to start with the native title regime. In 1992, the High Court in Mabo recognised native title for 
the first time. Then Prime Minister Keating quickly got into setting up the Native Title Act. The original intention 
was that native title would not affect pastoral leases. Keating got the then secretary of the National Farmers 
Federation, Rick Farley, to break ranks with the mining industry. Keating was an astute politician. He knew that 
while there was a united front of farmers and miners, he would not be able to get his native title legislation up. 
Years later, pastoralists are now grappling with native title claims. Mining companies are facing ridiculous situations, 
and our government is washing its hands of it, saying “You guys go and sort it out.” Worst of all, native title has 
done nothing to advance the status of Aboriginal people. The latest Closing the Gap report is another sorry tale of 
failure by government and Aboriginal people to sort out the mess. 

Health outcomes, education outcomes and social outcomes simply do not exist. Let us get real for a minute. 
Native title is not a scheme that is actually helping Aboriginal people. At the moment, it is a blatant welfare scheme 
for second-rate lawyers and low-lives of an Aboriginal industry. Some will probably call me a racist because it is 
an easy, cowardly cheap shot. It is a cheap shot that is simply not true. The truth is that these second-rate lawyers 
and low-lives of the Aboriginal industry are of every ethnicity; in fact, most of them are white. I do not care about 
the skin colour. I care that they are using a desperate situation to make a buck. If members sit there and defend 
those people, it shows that they are more racist than they think I am. The simple fact is that native title is delivering 
a whole lot of money and not a whole lot of benefit. Where native title exists, we should be ensuring that it leads 
to more meaningful jobs. If it requires training, the state must assist in this regard. Not just the government needs 
to pull up its socks. 
The PRESIDENT: Hon Robin Scott, I just want to interrupt you for a second. Can you tell me; are you reading 
your speech? 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I have all my notes here at the moment, Madam President. I want to refer to my notes 
because I do not want to miss anything here. Thank you. 
Far too often mining companies get sucked into buying off people who are seen as key members of the community. 
Miners just want to get on and mine, so they see this as their best option. In reality, it is a gamble, and it can lead 
to inconsistency and promote poor behaviour. There is a problem across the board with little brown paper bags 
being passed around the tables. The money that makes it to the top does not manage to trickle down to the people 
on the ground. 
We only have to look at recent reports of the Matthew Slack affair. I have heard similar allegations about many 
others—allegations of corruption and mismanagement. Matthew Slack is the tip of the iceberg. It is about time it 
stopped. Plenty of money has been given to achieve Aboriginal outcomes, yet we rarely see those outcomes being 
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achieved. One example in my own electorate is the Ngadju native title claimants around Norseman. They have 
received millions of dollars from native title claims, yet, as admitted by some in that community, that money has 
provided no benefit to the community. That money could have seen a large increase in Aboriginal home ownership 
in the town. Home ownership would benefit both the town and the community. Instead, we see the mismanagement 
of funds due to incompetence, and possibly even corruption. The main beneficiaries seem to be overpaid white 
managers and white lawyers. 
I acknowledge that regulation is the responsibility of the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations. 
Sadly, it appears that the regulator is also suffering from issues of incompetence. I question whether ORIC is 
even necessary. The Australian Securities and Investments Commission regulates corporations, so why not also 
Indigenous corporations? We cannot begin to treat the wounds until we have gone to triage and diagnosed the 
problems. It is for that reason that Pauline Hanson’s One Nation would support an inquiry into corruption and 
mismanagement of Aboriginal corporations. Let us find the grubs who are profiting from the desperation of many 
Aboriginal people. 
The PRESIDENT: Before I give the call to anyone else, member, I watched you during that speech and I know 
you said that you were referring to your notes, but it gave the appearance that you were reading from them. I remind 
you, again, of standing order 36 in relation to the reading of speeches. I encourage you to read it. As you say, you 
have been here for two years and nine months and you should be fully aware of that particular standing order. 
I hope I do not have to remind you of that particular one again. 
Hon Robin Scott: Madam President, I thank you for that. I spent two weeks trying to remember — 
The PRESIDENT: No, member, no response. Thank you. 
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